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Response to Readings
Primary Sources 
1. Identify what the source is: who wrote it, when and why, what kind of source -law code, story, etc. Be as precise as you can. Assess what that means in terms of its reliability as a historical document. The primary source is “A History of Women in the West:  Silences of the Middle Ages,” by Christiane Klapsisch-Zuber. The law-source code is a violation of the rights of the women in the Medieval West. The source is credible since it is a primary source that has Latin origins. The Athenians epitomize constitutionality and democratic principles.
2.  What do you make of the accusation made against the woman in question? What factors seem to have led to her being treated as somehow criminal or deviant? What laws or moral ideas seem to have influenced this?  Beatrice de Planissolles is being accused of witchcraft and blaspheming Christ’s body (Zuber, 1992, pp. 486).  She is treated as a criminal since the Bishop perceived her as wicked. She defied the moral values to stay chaste and committed adultery with Raymond Roussel.
3. What do you think of the way she is treated by the court, by authorities, by her community, or by the person who wrote about her, if known? She is being maltreated since the society prejudges her and accuses her of adultery without further investigation.
4.  Assess the testimony offered against her, if any. Ask yourselves why she was accused of a crime, how she came to be suspected, and why she may have done what is alleged against her. There is no testimony offered against her even though Raymond’s cousin knew about the affair (Zuber, 1992, 487). She is suspected of committing adultery since Raymond had hidden under his bed and tried to have sexual relations with her. She ought to have defended herself by saying that Raymond wanted to have sexual relations with her against her will.
5. What do you make of the sentence, if any, passed against her? Sentencing to the Wall is uncalled for since she is obviously innocent since Raymond was the one who was forcibly having sexual relations with her. Despite, the priest advised her that it was okay to have sexual relationships with both his husband and Raymond (Zuber, 1992). Even though she opposed the pieces of advice, she is still found guilty while Raymond is presumed innocent.
6. What do you learn about law, crime, trials, punishment, and gender in a particular time and place in question? I have learned that they were based on biased religious doctrines that were applied in favor of men. Also, they were based on the socio-economic statuses of the accused.
Secondary Sources 
1. What is this source (book, article)? Jacques Fournier: Inquisition Records
2. When was it written? 1978
3. Who wrote it? Jean Duvernoy, Paris: Mouton.
4. What is this source about? Pope Benedict XII interrogations of Montaillou villagers and the testimonies of a minority known as Beatrice Planissoles
5. What is the thesis (What claims does the author or authors make)? The author tries to foster the theme of gender equality using the protagonist Beatrice Planissoles who is accused of having intimate relationships with Pierre Guillaume, Jacques Authie, and other heretics (Duvernoy, 1978, pp. 192). She is being charged exclusively of adultery in total disregard of the contributions of the men. 
6. Are any other scholars' arguments on the subject mentioned? If so, what are they? Jessie Sherwood (2012) argues that medieval investigators were ruthless when evaluating heresy to uncover lies and falsehood. Sher reiterates that it was a comprehensive, accurate, and efficient way of gathering pieces of evidence (pp. 56)
7. What evidence is offered in support of that thesis (primary sources, data, and secondary work)? Various secondary, primary, and data sources provide a conceptual framework of the inquisition process in the medieval period. For example, Jessie Sherwood documents inquisitorial records, Jean Duvernoy provides testimonies of Beatrice Planissoles, and Christiane Klapsisch-Zuber provides excerpts of Beatrice and Grazida’s testimonies.
8. Does the evidence convincingly support the thesis? The evidence provided does not adequately support since some secondary sources have divergent views on the inquisitorial process that mistreated women. 
9. What do you learn about law, crime, trials, punishment, and gender in a particular time and place in question? I have learned that they did not promote social justice since they discriminated against women and persons with low socioeconomic statuses. 
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